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Having a whale of a time !

Our picture shows some of our walkers arriving at Whitby harbour behind the jaws of a whale with the famous abbey in the background.  They had just walked along part of the Cleveland Way coastal path;  part of a coach holiday last April based on the excellent Barcello Redworth Hall Hotel near Darlington.  There is something for everyone to do on these holidays.  Apart from the visit to Whitby, there was a visit to Beamish Open Air Museum and a cruise on the River Tyne.  Our coach holidays are very popular and details of next years trips are on the next page.  In addition, we have our annual budget-price weekend  at The Hydro in Windermere.  Thanks to Jenny Jobe for this picture – one of hundereds in the Photo Album on our website.
Many members have already registered for our e-mail group.  This allows them to get instant updates 

on our walks and other activities, including any changes and the itinerary for our next coach trip.  

If you are a member and wish to sign up, simply send an e-mail to pneild@waitrose.com.
Holidays in 2012
Weekend in Bowness from £86
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Once again we are returing to the ever-popular Hydro Hotel overlooking Lake Windermere for a weekend break from Friday 3 February 2012.  Prices start from as little as £86 for two nights half board or £128 for three nights.  £10 per person deposit (non-refundable). Single supplement applies. Travel by own transport.  Excursions are arranged during the weekend and there is a disco on Saturday night.  Details and bookings from Maggie Milne 0151-548 4771.
Our Coach Holidays
All our coach holidays are organised in association with Airedale Tours.  Your holiday cost includes travel insurance and cancellation cover.  We use executive coaches from Don Frasers to make your journeys more comfortable.  Book now as places are filling up quickly.
April 2012: Forest of Dean: 
5 days from £335.
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Pictured is a view of the River Wye at Symonds Yat in the beautiful Forest of Dean, the venue for our next coach holiday based at Bells Hotel, about 10 minutes walk from the small town of Coleford.  This hotel is surrounded by its own golf course and the Clubhouse has a friendly atmosphere where drinks and food are served all day.  All rooms are en suite with TV and tea/coffee facilities.  Entertainment on most nights.  The hotel has been visited by our members and is recommended.  This is an ideal base for walks and sightseeing in this lovely area on the border between England and Wales.
	Dates
	Monday 16 April 2012 for 5 days

	Price
	£335 for 4 nights half board.  Includes coach travel throughout with three excursions.
Non-members £345.  

11 singles available without supplement.

	Deposit
	£30 per person (non-refundable).  

Balance payable in monthly instalments.
Final payment due 7 February 2012.

	Booking
	Cath Pearson 0151- 526 1872.


October 2012: Isle of Wight: 
5 days from £320.
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The Shanklin Hotel on the Isle of Wight is close to the old village with views over Shanklin Bay and is an excellent base to explore the island.  All rooms ensuite with TV and tea/coffee facilities.  Entertainment on most evenings.  This hotel has some excellent reviews from Airedale clients.
	Dates
	Monday 1 October 2012 for 5 days.

	Price
	£320 for 4 nights half board.  Includes coach travel throughout, three excursions and ferry crossing.   Non-members £330.

	Deposit 
	£30 per person (non-refundable).

Balance payable in monthly instalments.

Final payment due 3 July 2012. 

	Booking 
	John & Ann Dougherty 0151- 526 7700.


Our Coach Trips
With soaring fuel prices our coach trips offer great value for money, enabling walkers to travel far and wide without the cost and hassle of a long journey by car.  Coach travel also allows us to plan some walks where we drop off in one place and return to another.  We offer four grades of walk on these trips and aim to end them in a town or village with suitable amenities (at least one pub!). 
Our operator, Don Frasers, offers a reliable service with comfortable coaches.  These trips are very popular and may be booked in advance at our monthly Tuesday club nights or later by contacting the person who is booking the coach. Here are our trips for the next six months:

	Sunday 16 October
	Hathersage (Peak District)

	Sunday 13 November
	Disley (near Stockport)

	Sunday 4 December
	Santa Special (see page 4)

	Sunday 8 January 
	Grassington (Yorkshire Dales)

	Sunday 12 February
	Hayfield (Peak District)

	Sunday 11 March
	Slaidburn (Bowland Forest)
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Linton Falls near Grassington in Wharfedale
Public Transport Walks
These walks are designed that wherever possible, we make the best use of concessionary travel:  
	Thursday 13 October
	South Liverpool Parks

	Thursday 3 November
	Haskayne and Ormskirk

	Thursday 15 December
	New Brighton

	Thursday 19 January
	Rufford and Ormskirk

	Thursday 16 February
	Spital and Neston

	Sunday 18 March
	Old Liverpool (below)
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Although car travel is 

becoming  more expensive,
it does give flexibility and travel

to places where public transport may be difficult or non-existent.  So we arrange two kinds of walks where travel to the start is by car.  We encourage car sharing and members should make their own arrangements for this.

We have Sunday walks - meet at Central Square, Maghull at 9am for directions to the start of the walk, and Tuesday walks – meet at a local venue for an afternoon or evening walk.  The Sunday events tend to go farther afield but with costs to consider, we are trying to limit the travel to a maximum of 35 miles each way. There are a variety of walks available, mostly in the Easy to Moderate category.  The Tuesday walks, planned by Tom Griffiths, tend to be shorter and easier and are especially suitable for anyone who has not done much walking before. 
Sunday Walks
	30 October
	Whitegate (near Northwich)

	20 November
	Parkgate (Wirral)

	18 December
	Standish (near Wigan)

	29 January
	Whalley (Ribble Valley)

	26 February 
	Jumbles Country Park (nr. Bolton) 

	25 March
	Thurstaston (Wirral)
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Jumbles Country Park
Tuesday Walks

	18 October 

11 am
	Hop Vine pub, Burscough Bridge (optional pub lunch)

	8 November 1pm
	Rufford (bird watching in Mere Sands Wood )

	13 December 1pm
	Running Horses, Lydiate

	10 January 1pm
	Aughton Village Hall 

	14 February 1pm 
	Rufford (for Mawdsley)

	13 March 1pm
	Lathom Park Chapel
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Our Santa Special coach trip will be on Sunday 4 December.  After sherry and mince pies we have arranged four walks in the Pendle area.  Those who are not walking can spend a strenuous day shopping at Boundary Mill!  Everyone meets back at Barnoldswick Cricket Club, where there are refreshments and changing facilities available.  From here we take the short trip to the ever-popular Calf’s Head at Worston (see below) for a three course carvery meal.  The cost, including the meal will be £25 for members and £28 for non-members.  Book with Lynda Barton (0151-520 2840) on or after Tuesday 1st November.
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Our Christmas  Social will be at Maghull British Legion on Tuesday 6 December starting at 7.30pm.  This year we have booked the Jill Fielding Band (below) followed by a disco.  There will also be a prize draw and mince pies.  All this is free to members and this year, members may bring their friends who pay £2 at the door.
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Still on the Christmas theme, we are arranging a coach trip to Manchester on Saturday 26 November, visiting the Lowry Outlet Mall then on to the markets in the city centre.  For those who prefer something other than shopping, we are arranging another heritage walk (different from last year) around the city centre.  The cost is just £8.  Book with Dave or Ellen Pope (0151 531 8575).


As well as a varied programme of walks we hold regular social events for our members.  Our meetings are held on a Tuesday night in the Dunkirk Suite at Maghull Royal British Legion, Liverpool Road South (near the Red Lion Bridge) starting at 7.30 pm.  This is also a useful opportunity to book for our coach trips or holidays.  Here is what we have planned for the next six months:

	11 October 
	Photo Competition

	1 November
	AGM plus Liverpool Heritage presentation

	6 December
	Christmas Social

	3 January
	Bring and Buy Sale

	7 February
	Mr and Mrs Competition

	6 March
	Bingo Night


There will also be our annual dance at the Legion on Friday 24 February 2012.
How to Contact us
	Chairman:

Peter Neild
	pneild@waitrose.com
	0151-526 0140

	Vice-Chairman

Stan Williams
	swll265@hotmail.co.uk
	0151-928 7980

	Treasurer:

Jeff Milne
	maggiemay04@hotmail.co.uk
	0151-548 4771

	Membership Secretary:

Geff Williams
	geffwill@talktalk.net
	0151-531 9913

	Social Secretary:
Andria Palmer
	zen34780@zen.co.uk
	0151-531 9278


